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probably did not include the humbler folk, workmen and
peasantry, whom the conquerors left in peace in their own
country.
In 538, when Cyrus, King of Persia, had broken the might of
the Chaldaeans and taken Babylon, he gave permission for the
exiles to return. Not all of them did so, for many had pros-
pered in Mesopotamia and preferred to remain there, but a
considerable number came back, and this is called the Return
from Exile or the Restoration. It was, of course, a restoration
of the Jewish nation, and not of the Jewish State, for Palestine
was placed under the authority of a Persian satrap. But the
new rulers of Israel, who were perhaps not altogether lacking
in sympathy for Jahwism, tolerated and even encouraged the
rebuilding of the religious life of its adherents. From this
point of view at least, the repatriated Jews did regain a certain
measure of autonomy.
No doubt it fell short of their desires, for there were constant
skirmishes between themselves and their governors, and they
gladly welcomed Alexander when he arrived in Palestine after
the battle of Issus in 332 B.C.1 Their new ruler restored all
the hopes that his predecessor had failed to fulfil; but little
came of them, for in the course of his short career his attention
was absorbed by countries other than Palestine. At his death
in 323, Antigonus, Seleucus and Ptolemy, three of his generals,
all laid claim to the part of his Empire that included Palestine.
It fell finally to Ptolemy, Antigonus having perished in the
Battle of Ipsus in 301.
The domination of the Egyptian Kings lasted about a
hundred years. It was constantly threatened by the Syrian
Seleucids, and never won the hearts of the Jewish people—
though no doubt to have done this would have been beyond the
power of any conqueror whatever. During the reign of Ptolemy
Philopator, the malcontents of Palestine helped Antiochus III
to drive out the Egyptians. Antiochus governed in their stead,
and there was a state of friendly alliance during a peaceful
interlude which lasted several years. Unfortunately, however,
Antiochus IV, called Epiphanes (175-164 b.c.), determined
to Hellenize all his provinces and, not realizing what a delicate
operation this would be in the case of a Jewish country, went
about it with such haste, want of tact, and arbitrary violence
that the inhabitants of Palestine were soon provoked to dan-
1XXV, ii, 51. Due allowance being made for exaggeration in
Josephtis's remarkable story in Ant., xi} 8, 5, which depicts Alexander as
making a triumphal entry into Jerusalem, going into the Temple and
there reading the prophecy of his own victory from the Book of Daniel.

